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You can also see Kenny Gray’s legacy 

in Rend Lake, which was created by 
the Army Corps of Engineers and sup-
plies 15 million gallons of water per 
day to 300,000 people in more than 60 
Southern Illinois communities. Rend 
Lake has saved more than $100 million 
worth of property downstream during 
flood years and it would not exist with-
out Kenny Gray’s leadership. 

Congressman Gray stepped away 
from Congress in 1974. My mentor Paul 
Simon succeeded him in Congress. 
When Paul ran for the Senate in 1984, 
Kenny Gray returned to Congress to 
serve two more terms. In 1988, Kenny 
left Congress for the last time to come 
home after developing a muscular dis-
order caused by a tick bite on a con-
gressional visit to Brazil. 

Ken Gray passed away just days after 
we lost another Illinois political giant 
with whom he served in Congress, Sen-
ator Alan Dixon. 

Alan Dixon once said of Kenny Gray, 
‘‘A true political legend, Gray never 
was defeated. He just quit.’’ 

Congressman Gray remained a voice 
in the community after leaving Con-
gress. We will miss that voice, but we 
won’t forget his achievements. 

I want to express my condolences to 
Kenny’s family, especially his wife 
Margaret ‘‘Toedy’’ Holley-Gray, his 
daughters: Diann, Becky and Candy, 
and his grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

f 

CYPRUS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to mark a troubling anniver-
sary—that of the 40th year of the divi-
sion of the island of Cyprus. 

U.N. peacekeepers first came to Cy-
prus in 1964 due to intercommunal 
fighting. 

Since 1974, Cyprus has been divided 
into the government-controlled two- 
thirds of the island and the remaining 
one-third of the island which is admin-
istered by Turkish Cypriots and occu-
pied by Turkish military forces. The 
Republic of Cyprus, which joined the 
European Union in 2004, continues to 
be the only internationally recognized 
government on the island. 

Tragically, Cyprus has been divided 
now for four decades, with a U.N. buffer 
zone separating the entire island—the 
so-called green line. Violence today is 
rare, but the long-term impacts of the 
separation are stark—displaced people, 
memories of family members killed in 
earlier violence, and lost property 
rights. Quite simply, a people who 
share a common island have been un-
necessarily divided for far too long. 

Over the last decade there have been 
signs of hope that the island would be 
reunified and the Turkish occupation 
brought to an end. In 2009, for example, 
I visited Cyprus and met with then 
Cypriot President Demetris Christofias 
and Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali 
Talat. Christofias and Talat, at consid-
erable political risk, had undertaken 
negotiations that showed real prom-

ise—talks that I and the international 
community hoped would succeed. Un-
fortunately, they did not, and several 
years have passed without a resolution. 

Meanwhile, the situation in Cyprus 
has left an island and a region divided. 
People have died. Families have been 
separated. An entire coastal area, 
Varosha, remains an occupied ghost 
town. There has been a great deal of 
pain inflicted on the people of this is-
land. 

While I am saddened by this 40th an-
niversary, I am also encouraged that a 
new group of leaders in Cyprus has un-
dertaken talks that show some prom-
ise. After Vice President JOE BIDEN vis-
ited Cyprus in May, Cypriot President 
Nicos Anastasiades and Turkish Cyp-
riot leader Dervis Eroglu agreed to 
meet at least twice a month and under-
take confidence building measures 
aimed at easing the many years of mis-
trust between the two sides. 

I hope the leaders of Turkey will also 
step forward and bring an end to the 
military occupation of a third of the is-
land. Such military seizure of territory 
has no place in today’s modern Europe. 

While this is a Cypriot-led process 
and negotiation, I wish to express my 
strong hope and support for the current 
negotiations to bring peaceful and en-
during settlement to the island. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, I wish to speak about the 
situation in Cyprus. Forty years ago 
this week, military forces from Turkey 
invaded Cyprus, eventually taking con-
trol of 38 percent of the island. Cyprus 
has remained divided ever since. As we 
observe this solemn occasion, I call on 
all parties to find a peaceful negotiated 
settlement in Cyprus. 

Cyprus is an important partner to 
the United States, and I appreciate the 
recent attention given to Cyprus reuni-
fication by the Obama administration. 
In May 2014, Vice President BIDEN vis-
ited the island and met with President 
Anastasiades and Dr. Eroglu. Vice 
President BIDEN personally conveyed 
our country’s support for reunification 
of Cyprus as a bizonal, bicommunal 
federation. However, as Vice President 
BIDEN said, ‘‘. . . ultimately, the solu-
tion cannot come from the outside. It 
cannot come from the United States or 
anywhere else; it has to come from the 
leaders of the two communities, and 
from the compelling voices of the civil 
society leaders . . .’’ 

In February 2014, Cypriot leaders 
issued a joint statement, prompting 
the formal resumption of unification 
talks. I was encouraged by this step 
but have followed this issue long 
enough to know that negotiators face a 
difficult, though not insurmountable, 
task. I wish them well in their negotia-
tions and hope we can soon see 
progress towards a peaceful reunifica-
tion in Cyprus. 

f 

MOUNT CHASE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish 
to commemorate the 150th anniversary 

of the Town of Mount Chase, ME. 
Mount Chase was built with a spirit of 
determination and resiliency that still 
guides the community today, and this 
is a time to celebrate the generations 
of hard-working and caring people who 
have made it such a wonderful place to 
live, work, and raise families. 

While this sesquicentennial marks 
Mount Chase’s incorporation, the year 
1864 was but one milestone in a long 
journey of progress. For thousands of 
years, the land surrounding Mount Ka-
tahdin, Maine’s highest peak, was the 
hunting and fishing grounds of the Pe-
nobscot and Maliseet tribes. In the 
1830s, the first White settlers were 
drawn by the fertile soil, vast stands of 
timber, and fast-moving streams, and 
the young village became a center of 
the Maine North Woods’ lumber indus-
try. The wealth produced by the forests 
and saw mills was invested in schools 
and churches to create a true commu-
nity. The incorporated town that fol-
lowed was named for the prominent 
mountain peak, Mount Chase, which 
towers more than a half-mile above the 
farms and forests below. 

The arrival of the railroads in the 
aftermath of the Civil War further se-
cured Mount Chase’s prominence in the 
lumber industry, and the town was 
home to the largest cold-storage plant 
on the line for wild game and other 
perishable food products. By the end of 
the 19th century, modern transpor-
tation and the region’s spectacular sce-
nery and abundant wildlife combined 
to create a new economic oppor-
tunity—great sporting camps and 
lodges that drew outdoor enthusiasts 
from around the world. Today, the peo-
ple of Mount Chase continue to honor 
the strong land use traditions and love 
of the outdoors that have helped make 
such places as Shin Pond a favorite 
recreation destination for residents 
and visitors. 

In the early 20th century, the his-
tory, industry, and beauty of the 
Mount Chase region were made immor-
tal by the great Swedish-born artist 
Carl Sprinchorn, who spent many years 
at Shin Pond. From his paintings of 
the strenuous daily life of lumberjacks 
to his evocative landscapes, the artist 
recorded a very special time in Maine 
history and a place that remains spe-
cial today. 

This 150th anniversary is not just 
about something that is measured in 
calendar years. It is about human ac-
complishment, an occasion to celebrate 
the people who for generations have 
pulled together, cared for one another, 
and built a community. Thanks to 
those who came before, Mount Chase 
has a wonderful history. Thanks to 
those who are there today, it has a 
bright future. 

f 

HAMTRAMCK FIRE DEPARTMENT 
BICENTENNIAL 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, our Na-
tion’s first responders are in many 
ways our everyday heroes. Always 
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ready when we need them most, they 
risk their lives to ensure our safety. To 
do this, they spend long hours away 
from their families on grueling shifts 
and make countless other sacrifices. 
For the last century, the Hamtramck 
Fire Department has been a part of 
this distinguished tradition. 

The Hamtramck Fire Department 
was established in its current form in 
1914, but the department’s roots run 
deeper. The Hamtramck Spouters, the 
first organized firefighting unit in the 
area, was founded in February 1857. 
From its inception, the department has 
sought to improve with each passing 
year, which has led to many advances, 
including updated technology, lowered 
response times, and fewer fires through 
prevention efforts. The department has 
served Hamtramck citizens with dis-
tinction, even as tough economic times 
have made the job harder. Their mis-
sion to protect the residents of Ham-
tramck is as vital today as it was 100 
years ago. 

Today, the fire department tackles a 
heavy load, making more than 3,100 
runs each year. In the process, they 
have saved countless lives and prop-
erty, often at great personal risk. 
Their courageous service is remark-
able, and their reputation within the 
community is impeccable. 

The Hamtramck Fire Department 
also has sought to make an impact in 
the community outside of the fire hall. 
From organizing park cleanups, to buy-
ing uniforms for Hamtramck High 
School’s women’s basketball team, the 
fire department has provided valuable 
services to the community. 

Just this year, the fire department 
won a fireworks display for the city in 
the national Red, White & You contest. 
They were chosen from a group of more 
than 2,500 entries. Because of their ef-
forts, the city hosted its first Fourth of 
July fireworks display in more than 
three decades. Announcing the fire-
works display, Fire Chief Paul Wilk 
noted, ‘‘We are a very diverse city 
that’s fallen on hard times—we need a 
boost like this.’’ 

The pride in their city and sense of 
service the department displayed in 
their application to the Red, White & 
You contest bears repeating. Fire-
fighter John Dropchuck, who has been 
with the department for 15 years, 
wrote, ‘‘Cultural diversity and a strong 
blue collar work ethic make up the 
backbone of our town. There is no bet-
ter representation of the pursuit of the 
‘American Dream’ than Ham-
tramck. . . The Hamtramck Fire De-
partment is entering this contest on 
behalf of our residents, who we feel de-
serve this celebration.’’ The commit-
ment of Hamtramck’s firefighters to 
going above and beyond for their city 
and its citizens is an example for all of 
us. 

On May 3, 2014, the Hamtramck Fire 
Department celebrated its 100th anni-
versary with the annual St. Florian 
March and Mass. It was a fitting way 
to mark this historic milestone, giving 

the community an opportunity to offer 
their thanks. On July 5, the celebra-
tions continued with an impressive 
fireworks display, another opportunity 
to come together in fellowship and 
thanksgiving. 

We owe our Nation’s firefighters and 
first responders a huge debt of grati-
tude. Their bravery and willingness to 
serve provides families across Michigan 
with a measure of security. I know my 
colleagues join me in congratulating 
the Hamtramck Fire Department on a 
century of service and a job well done. 
They are a wonderful example of public 
service, and I wish them much success 
as they continue their mission to pro-
tect the public. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST FRANCISCO J. BRISENO-ALVAREZ 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I wish to 

pay tribute to a true American hero, 
Army SPC Francisco Briseno-Alvarez 
who died on September 25, 2011 serving 
our Nation in Laghman Province, Af-
ghanistan. Specialist Briseno-Alvarez 
was assigned to Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 279th Infantry 
Regiment, 45th Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team, Oklahoma Army National 
Guard. 

SPC Briseno-Alvarez died of injuries 
sustained when the vehicle in which he 
was riding was attacked with an impro-
vised explosive device in Laghman 
Province while conducting combat op-
erations. He was 27 years old. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
those in his family he left behind: his 
father Javier Briseno, mother Lurdes 
Alvarez, and siblings Adrian and Diana 
Briseno. 

Francisco graduated from U.S. Grant 
High School in Oklahoma City in 2003. 
He enlisted in the Oklahoma National 
Guard on September 11, 2010 and served 
as a motor transport operator in the 
700th Brigade Support Battalion and 
then with the 1–279th Infantry Regi-
ment. 

As evident from reading through 
quotes from friends and family, Fran-
cisco touched people’s lives in remark-
able ways: 

Brenda Fetzko, a neighbor said, ‘‘I 
know he loved his mother very much 
so’’ and was a good man and had a 
strong connection to his family. ‘‘He 
was a very good person and was just 
getting his life going.’’ 

Ruben Gonzalez, a friend said, ‘‘Paco 
was a very nice man, and I am proud to 
say that he was my friend from high 
school and after. . . . I’m very proud of 
you Francisco.’’ 

Juan Cerano, a cousin said, ‘‘He died 
doing the right thing. He died serving 
and protecting his country. He was like 
the brother I never had. There’s always 
going to be a part of him in our 
hearts.’’ 

MG Myles Deering, the Oklahoma 
Adjutant General said, ‘‘My thoughts 
and prayers are with the Briseno-Alva-
rez family and those of our wounded 
heroes. SPC Briseno-Alvarez answered 

the call to serve this great Nation and 
help defend it. His loyalty and ultimate 
sacrifice for the sake of our Country 
will never be forgotten.’’ 

A true warrior, Francisco died while 
participating in tough and demanding 
combat operations. This fight took 
Francisco from us prematurely, but 
make no mistake; it is a fight we will 
win. We must continue our unwavering 
support for the men and women pro-
tecting our Nation and allies. 

I extend our deepest gratitude and 
condolences to Francisco’s family and 
friends. Francisco lived a life of love 
for his family and country. He will be 
remembered for his commitment to 
and belief in the greatness of our Na-
tion. I am honored to pay tribute to 
this true American hero who volun-
teered to go into the fight and made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our protec-
tion and freedom. 

ARMY SPECIALIST CHRISTOPHER D. GAILEY 
Mr. President, it is my honor to also 

remember Army SPC Christopher D. 
Gailey. Chris and PFC Sarina N. 
Butcher, 19, of Checotah, OK, lost their 
lives November 1, 2011, in Laja Ahmad 
Khel, Paktia province of Afghanistan, 
when an improvised explosive device 
detonated near their military vehicle 
during a supply mission. 

Born September 15, 1985, in 
Bartlesville, OK, Chris attended Went-
worth Military Academy in Lexington, 
MO, before returning and graduating 
with the class of 2005 from Caney Val-
ley High School in Ramona, OK. 

Those who knew Chris said he was a 
man who ‘‘loved his country, loved 
America and loved his family.’’ 

Eager to join the National Guard, he 
enlisted in June 2004 before graduating 
high school and was assigned to the 
700th Brigade Support Battalion, 45th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Okla-
homa National Guard, Tulsa, OK. Pre-
viously deployed to Iraq in 2007 to 2008 
as a motor vehicle operator, he de-
parted for Afghanistan in June 2011. 

The Oklahoma National Guard fam-
ily is deeply saddened by the loss of 
these two outstanding citizen-sol-
diers,’’ MG Myles L. Deering, the Adju-
tant General for Oklahoma, said in a 
news release. ‘‘Their commitment and 
willingness to serve our nation during 
a time of war is indicative of their tre-
mendous character and courage. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with their 
families, friends and those that con-
tinue to serve our country in Afghani-
stan.’’ 

Survivors include his parents Shan 
and Tammy Gailey of Ochelata, OK, his 
daughter Allison Marie Gailey of 
Bartlesville, one brother Beau Dugan 
of Merriam, KS, two sisters Angelina 
Janelle Niko of Bartlesville and 
Kristina Jeanette Gailey of Stillwater, 
OK, his paternal grandmother Lela 
Belle Gailey of Marshfield, MO, his ma-
ternal grandparents Carl Eugene 
Maples and his wife Carol of Joplin, 
MO, one uncle Jesse Robert Gailey, 
four aunts: Barbara Jane Foster, 
Shawn Dee Adams, Manya Alice 
Maples, and Sonya Jolene Hamblin, 
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